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We encourage, serve and respect everyone and SHINE in the light of Jesus!
[bookmark: _GoBack]YEAR 5&6 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW AUTUMN TERM 2026 – FIRST HALF 
	Welcome back to the new school year – I hope you all had a wonderful and restful Summer break and were able to enjoy some of the lovely weather! We have got numerous exciting activities planned for this first half-term and lots of new learning to look forward to. 

Key Dates for Yr5/6
Thursday 10th September – Whole KS2 Trip to the Westmorland Show – Leaving School at 8:45am and returning at Approx. 4pm (Please return the reply slip ASAP from the letter sent home before Summer)
SATURDAY 12th September – Hodder Valley Show (Mrs Mason will kindly take our school exhibits, but it is a great day out for anyone wanting to attend. ‘Good Luck’ to all those in our class who show animals/enter exhibits!)
Friday 18th September PM – Tag Rugby Festival for any children interested at North Ribblesdale RFUC, Settle (Letter to follow)
Friday 25th September – Macmillan Coffee Morning – 9:30am (Straight after assembly) – KS2 Classroom
SUNDAY 27th September – *New* Family Service at St Andrew’s Church – All Welcome – 9:45am
Tuesday 6th October – Harvest Festival Service – St Andrew's Church – 9am (Any donations to Clitheroe Food Bank welcome)
Thursday 22nd October – Break-up at 3:30pm for October Half-Term Holiday
 A reminder that every Friday (unless otherwise notified) is our Celebration Worship where family and friends are invited to our school Worship to celebrate any achievements of children. We also love to see and celebrate the achievements children have had outside of school, so please do send these in for us to share as well! 
This half-term, worship will be alternated between morning (9am) and afternoon (3:10pm), based on when Mrs Taylor is in school. At present, morning dates are: 4/9, 18/9, 25/9, 2/10, 16/10 and afternoon dates are: 11/9, 9/10
If there are any changes to this, we will let you know. Please keep an eye out via email/the newsletter. 


	English Overview
Writing – Our focus genre will be survival adventure stories focusing on a novel as a theme. We will be working towards writing our own short story set in the Indonesian Jungle. The unit will involve lots of shared reading of the class text (Running Wild by Michael Morpurgo) and feature spotting as we explore different texts to help develop our ideas about the structure and language for our own pieces of work. We will also study and write our own biographies as part of our Non-fiction Unit. 
Reading – As a class, we will be reading 'Running Wild’ which will feed into our writing of a new survival story. 
In Guided Reading, we will have a different short text to focus on each fortnight, with a mix of fiction and non-fiction. This will help us enhance our comprehension skills. 
Grammar – Our focus for this half-term will see us investigate the subject and object of a sentence and how to use passive and active voice to vary our sentence effects. We will also explore how to blend action, dialogue and description and use cohesive devices to support the flow of a text will link to and be used in our writing.
Spelling – We will begin the Year revising spellings which children focused on last year and will also be introducing some new spelling rules including words ending in ‘able’ and ‘ible’. Spellings will be sent home on a Tuesday to be learnt for the test the following Monday. Please check your child's reading record for the spellings and support them, where possible, with learning these at home. 

	Reading Books
Children will have the opportunity to read in class daily and should also be reading at home. We will continue to operate our weekly ‘Reading Stars’ scheme whereby every time a child reads at home, and this is signed by an adult in their reading record, they will be entered into a prize draw. 
Children will be able to choose/change their school library book weekly on Wednesday’s, however, please don’t limit your child to this - If they finish their library book before the following Wednesday, they are most welcome to bring/choose another book/magazine etc. from our school reading area or from home. Our aim is to foster and develop a love for reading so we encourage children to read something that interests them!
Please ensure your child has their reading record in school with them every day. 

	Maths Overview
In Maths this half term we will be focusing on a range of topics including place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Within these units, we will be revisiting the prior learning and knowledge so children can really embed the skills and apply. If you get the opportunity to practice times tables with children when they are at home, please do, as it will be very beneficial. As ever, we are hopeful to be able to give our learning a more practical, real-life context by building maths into some of our everyday activities, both in and out of the classroom. We will also be introducing Times Table Mountain for Year 5/6 as a way of practicing these in school (This is something that Year 3/4 began last year) - Please see the separate letter attached in the email. 

	Other Subjects
Religions Education – Our R.E. for this half-term will focus on sacred texts, particularly, The Bible. We will investigate the importance and impact of the contents of the Bible in the lives of Christians and develop our understanding of the significance of holy books in the lives of the people of all world faiths.
Science – In Science, our topic is entitled ‘Forces and Space: Unbalanced forces’. We will investigate various forces such as air resistance and gravity as well as how gears and pulley systems work. We will also use many scientific skills including making predictions, comparing, observing and question posing as part of the enquiry process.
Geography – Our topic in Geography will focus on the Alps. We will be looking at what life is like in this mountainous climate and why people choose to visit this place. We will have lots of opportunities to investigate human and physical features of Innsbruck and compare the geography of this place to our own local area. 
Computing – This half-term, we will be learning more about programming and using BBC Micro:bit to enhance our coding skills and completing interactive projects using sensors, variables and conditional statements. 
Music – Music will see us develop our singing technique with the theme of Vikings. We will learn about singing in time with others, following rhythmic notation and then using this to compose and perform a Viking battle song.
Art – We will be focusing on painting and mixed media by creating textures with paint and exploring collage through the work of Romare Bearden leading to making our own collages to tell a story/share a message. We will also begin the year with our annual tradition of drawing a self-portrait. Children can hone their skills and show progress in portrait drawing as they enter their new class/Year group.
Spanish – Following our move to Spanish last year, this will now be split for Year5/6 separate to Year 3/4. Our topic will move us to some new areas of Spanish and this half-term will focus on describing family and friends. 
PSHE – The PSHE this half-term will be focusing on the importance of healthy relationships and we will be investigating identity, values and relationships by considering how experiences and beliefs can influence choices and behaviour. We will also have some bespoke sessions at the start of the half-term to discuss British Values as developing our understanding in this area is important to appreciate the 'Wider World' and society around us. 
Physical Education – P.E. this half-term will be delivered by Coach Tom from Progressive Sports on a Monday and Friday. All children are familiar with Coach Tom and he is looking forward to working with the children for all of their PE lessons with focus sports being Netball and Gymnastics. To help us prepare for the North Ribblesdale Tag Rugby Festival on 18th September (Please see letter to follow), he will spend the first couple of weeks revisiting key aspects of this as well. Please ensure children have their P.E. kit in school on both Mondays and Fridays ready to change into. A reminder that the P.E. kit should consist of a white t-shirt, blue shorts and trainers or pumps.
Forest School – Whole KS2 Forest School sessions will continue to be delivered by Mrs Murray this half-term on a Friday afternoon. Children can come into school in their own suitable clothing on these days. As we move into the Autumn, please ensure children are bringing appropriate wellies/boots, waterproofs etc. that are suitable for the Great British weather conditions on the day as we do go out in all weathers!

	Final Updates
Homework – This will be given out on a Tuesday and returned for the following Tuesday. There will be a mixture of short activities each week relating to the topics we are covering in Maths or English. Please remind your child to speak to me at any point during the week if they need any help. 
Medical Updates/Consent Forms – If there are any changes to your child’s medical needs that we should be aware of, please do get in touch with Mrs Mason in our school office. New permission forms for consenting to local visits for this new school Year and update forms for emergency contact and email details will be sent out in the coming week so please do look out for this in your child’s bag.
Please keep an eye out on the school newsletter for any changes to dates and upcoming events that are yet to be announced. I am really looking forward to another fantastic Year at Brennand’s and feel very privileged to be able to continue working in such a wonderful community. 
If there are any questions or queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
Kind regards,
Miss Booth
                                                               Our theme for worship this half-term is:
Thankfulness
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